
The matzevot will finally be removed from the fountain. After many 
years the gravestones will be moved to the Jewish cemetery.   
 
The disassembly of the fountain located in the Planty Park, for the construction of which 
Jewish gravestones were used, has begun.  The matzevot will go back to where they belong 
– to the Jewish cemetery located at Wschodnia street.  

We have reported on many occasions that the fountain in the Planty Park, nearby  
the Kościałkowski Boulevards and Legionowa street, has been paved with matzevot. This 
problem has been also brought to public attention by Jewish groups. It was decided that once  
the revitalization of the Planty Park will begin, the matzevot will be moved to the Jewish 
Cemetery located at Wschodnia street. Tombstones out of which the walls located nearby the 
city hall were erected (as well as the plates found among others near the Bema, Starobojarska 
and Kijowska streets) have already been moved to their new location. It was decided that out  
of all those recovered pieces a lapidarium should be created.  

However, years have passed and there were still no signs suggesting the modernization of  
the Planty Park would be soon undertaken, therefore Jewish groups started to bring this topic to 
public attention yet again. Finally the local authorities did something about it.   

On Tuesday, just as it was planned, the work has started. It will involve retrieving, cleaning and 
moving the matzevot from the base of the empty fountain located in the Planty Park to  
the Jewish cemetery at Wschodnia street – informs Andrzej Karolski, the director of  
the environment protection and municipal services department of the city municipality.  

This task is being carried out by the Sokolik company, which is due to finish its work by the end 
of the month. For completing this assignment the company will be paid a little over 34,000 PLN. 
The permission to carry out such an operation has been issued by the official in charge of  
the conservation of historical monuments for the Podlasie region – both the Planty Park as well 
as the necropolis located at Wschodnia street are listed in the historical monument register.   
 
– The retrieved matzevot will be moved to the cemetery at Wschodnia street, along with  
the gravestones recovered from the walls nearby the Kościuszko Market Square – adds Karolski.  
 
This operation will be carried out on an area of 364 square meters in total. The soil from  
the fountain's base will be sifted and later the hole will be filled with earth. Afterwards a green 
area will be established in this place.  
 
The disassembling of the fountain's base will last until May 16th. On May 30th the fountain will 
be gone altogether. Unfortunately, it still remains unknown when the lapidarium at Wschodnia 
street is going to be created. This idea has been discussed for many years now. For the time 
being pieces of the matzevot are being kept at the site of the Jewish Cemetery.  
  


