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Insiders Tour to Poland  

Led by Rabbi Haim Beliak 

July 2 – 14, 2015 
(Itinerary current as of 4/16/14) 

 

Day 1, Thursday, July 2, 2015:  

DEPARTURE 

We depart from the United States on our 

overnight flight to Poland. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 2, Friday, July 3, 2015: WELCOME 

TO POLAND 

Upon arrival in Wroclaw, we meet our guide 

and make our way to our hotel for check in. 

We begin touring in Wroclaw, the capital of Lower Silesia and one of the oldest and most 

beautiful cities in Poland.  With its 12 islands and 112 bridges it is called also the “Polish 

Venice”.  The city was under Czech, Prussian, German and Polish Rule, which clearly 

imprinted on its diversity and uniqueness. We visit the Old Jewish Quarter, and meet with 

Bente Kehan, a Jewish Norwegian singer who serves as the founding artistic director of the 

beautifully renovated Jewish Cultural and Education center of the White Stork, the city’s 

only remaining synagogue, re-opened in 2010.  The building also houses a permanent 

installation about the history of Jewish life in Wroclaw. Return to our hotel for time to 

refresh.  Rabbi Beliak will lead us in Shabbat services, followed by Shabbat dinner together 

this evening (Possible outing to a pre-holocaust synagogue building nearby Wroclaw for this 

evening’s services). Overnight Wroclaw. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 3, Saturday, July 4, 2015:  SHABBAT SHALOM!  WROCLAW 

Breakfast.  Shabbat Shalom!  Morning free.  Lunch included at our hotel.  This afternoon, we 

enjoy a walking tour of Wroclaw including the historical center and Market Square and 

the nearby 24 hour flower market at Plac Solny  Free evening. Overnight Wroclaw. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 4, Sunday, July 5, 2015: WROCLAW 

Breakfast. Today we continue to learn about the origins of Reform and Conservative Judaism 

in Wroclaw with additional touring and study with Rabbi Beliak. We’ll visit the old 

Cemetery, closed in 1942, then restored and opened again recently as the Museum of Jewish 



 

                  

 

Cemetery Art in tribute to the fine craftsmanship of its sepulchral art. The beauty and 

diversity of styles and symbols on display is perhaps unmatched anywhere.   If possible, we’ll 

attend a Jewish cultural performance while we’re in Wroclaw (pending schedule).  Overnight 

Wroclaw 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 5, Monday, July 6, 2015:  TO AUSCHWITZ 

Breakfast and check out.  This morning we travel to historic Opole, known as the capitol of 

Polish song. Here, we meet with Mr. Borowski. He will show us the remaining Jewish sites 

of the area.  Continue to Auschwitz-Birkenau, the infamous Nazi concentration camps 

where many Jews and others perished in WWII.  Here we see the museum and pay tribute to 

the victims.  We end our day in Krakow.  Overnight Krakow 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 6, Tuesday, July 7, 2015:  JEWISH KRAKOW 

Breakfast.  Today begins with a Jewish Heritage Tour of the Old Jewish District, 

Kazimierz, where we see the Old Synagogue, a massive fortress-like building erected in the 

15
th

 and 16
th

 centuries; The Temple and the Remuh Synagogue. We make a stop at the 

Jewish Community Center and meet with the Executive Director. We continue to the Little 

Monument at the drug store inside the Jewish ghetto, and the museum at Schindler’s 

Factory. Visit the Galicia Museum.  Dinner together this evening. Overnight Krakow 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 7, Wednesday, July 8, 2015:   LUBLIN 

Breakfast.  We continue to Lublin, a city that once served as one of the most important 

centers of Jewish life, commerce, culture and scholarship in Europe.  We enjoy  a guided city 

tour of Lublin, including The Castle, Cathedral and other historical sites. We view the 

Medical Academy building which was once one of the largest Yeshivot in the world, known as 

“The School of the Sages of Lublin”.  Visit the site of the Old Town ghetto and 

Lubartowska Street.  See the site of the second ghetto in Majdan Tatarski. We continue to 

the artists town of Kazimierz Dolny, one of the most beautifully situated little towns in 

Poland.    Overnight Kazimierz Dolny. 

  



 

                  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 8, Thursday, July 9, 2015:  TO KAZIMIERZ 

Breakfast.  This morning we explore Kazimierz Dolny, visiting the synagogue, the castle 

ruins, the art galleries, the unique 16th century cemetery and sites from Steven Spielberg's 

'Schindler's List'. Then walk along the narrow streets and feel the atmosphere of this one and 

only town within a town. Enjoy a hosted visit with Severin Ashkenazi, who has been so 

instrumental in the re-birth of Progressive Judaism in Poland today.  Continue to Bialystok 

for the evening. Overnight Bialystok. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 9, Friday, July 10, 2015:  BIALYSTOK TO WARSAW 

Breakfast. Bialystok is the biggest city in north-eastern part of Poland and situated close to 

the border with Belarus. Ludwig Zamenhof, the creator of Esperanto, was born here.  We’ll 

visit former places of Jewish importance, including the the Baroque Tykocin Synagogue Bejt 

ha-Kneset ha-Godol, built in 1642, one of the best preserved in Poland from that period. 

 We will see the Branicki Palace – a former residence of the Branicki family who owned 

most of Bialystok in 18th century. We will also visit the Main Market and town hall, the 

Orthodox Church of St Nicholas from 19th century, and more. Continue to Warsaw, where 

we check in and refresh. We welcome Shabbat with members of Beit Warsawa, the new 

Progressive Congregation in Warsaw. We enjoy dinner and hospitality with members of the 

congregation as we learn more about the Judaism alive in Poland today. Overnight Warsaw. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Day 10, Saturday, July 11, 2015:  JEWISH WARSAW 

Breakfast. Optional Shabbat services or free morning to relax.  This afternoon, we enjoy a 

panoramic tour of Warsaw including Old Town Square and Lazienki Park. We visit the 

remains of the Warsaw Ghetto, The Jewish Resistance Bunker at Mila 18, Stawski Street 

Buildings (where the SS had their headquarters).  This afternoon, we have the opportunity to 

explore the Museum of the Polish Uprising (open until 6 pm).   Overnight Warsaw. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 11, Sunday, July 12, 2015: EXPLORING WARSAW - GDANSK 

Breakfast.  Morning visit to the new and massive Museum of the History of the Polish 

Jews, built next to the Ghetto Fighters memorial.  Continue to the Gensa Cemetery, 

established in 1806 and containing the graves of about 250,000 people, the largest cemetery 

in Poland.  Travel to the seaside city and port of Gdansk. En route, stop in the town of 

Torun, birthplace of Copernicus, which was undamaged during WWII.  We visit the Old 

City including the Teutonic Castle.  Most interestingly, we visit the Catholic sponsored, 

monk founded  Higher School of Hebrew Philology for a meeting with leadership.  

http://www.polandtraveltours.com/en/news/108/28/Branicki-Palace-Complex.html
http://www.polandtraveltours.com/en/news/106/28/Saint-Nicholas-Orthodox-Church.html


 

                  

 

Continue to Gdansk, where we enjoy dinner with members of the Trojmiasto community 

and celebrate their community.   Overnight Gdansk. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 12, Monday, July 13, 2015:  GDANSK 

Breakfast.  Today we tour Gdansk, and hear about the history of the Jewish population, 

dating back to the 15
th

 century, including seeing the spot where the great synagogue stood 

until its destruction in 1939. Visit City Hall, view St Mary’s Church (the largest Medieval 

shrine built of brick in Europe), and the Polish post office where Polish militia defended 

against one of the first German attacks of WWII. Later, visit the Gdansk Shipyard, site of 

the creation of the anti-Communist Solidarity movement in 1980 that helped liberate Poland 

from Soviet rule. Afternoon meeting with members of the Gdansk Jewish community.  We 

visit the only remaining synagogue from before WWII - the New Synagogue in Wrzeszcz, 

transferred back to the Jewish community in 2001.  Farewell Dinner.  Overnight Gdansk. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 13, Tuesday, July 14, 2015:  DEPARTURE 

Breakfast. Transfer to the airport for our flight back to the United States. 

 

 

The Memories Last Forever! 

 

*Itinerary subject to change     U:/ITINERARY/Beliak Rabbi Haim July2015 ITIN 


